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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with otrikothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claim 2 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Please AMEND claims 1, 3-1 1, and ADD new claims 12-19 in accordance with the 
following: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information retrieval/distribution system^ 
comprising: 

an information retrieval request unit for requesting the retrieval of several kinds of 
information which that are scattered on a network; and 

a plurality of database management units fef managing databases in which said several 
kinds of information are stored, 

wherein each of said plurality of database management units has management 
information about the databases wh i ch that are managed by each database management unit, 
and has management information about the databases wh i ch that are managed by other 
database management units wWeh that can be connected to said each database management 
unit through said network[[;]]i and 

wherein when a retrieval criterion is input to said information retrieval request unit, one of 
said plurality of database management units, based on said management information in one 
database management unit, retrieves the information in the databases managed by said one 
database management unit, and requests any other database management unit managing the 
database in which the information related to said retrieval criterion is stored, to retrieve the 
information in the databases managed by said other database management unit, thereby 
distributing the information corresponding to said retrieval criterion to the an information retrieval 
request source^ 

wherein said one database management unit manages a plurality of databases and 
registers kinds of said pluralitv of databases as management information and, when the 
information retrieval is reguested bv said information retrieval reguest source, said one database 
management unit retrieves said pluralitv of databases to collect the reguired information, and 
then converts the data format of the collected information into a unified format and distributes 
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the collected information to said information retrieval request source. 



2. (CANCELLED) 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information retrieval/distribution system as set 
forth in claim 1 , wherein said one database management unit has th e function of r e qu e st i ng 
requests said other database management unit to retrieve the information in the databases 
managed by said other database management unit followed by receiving the result of the 
retrieval of said information from said other database management unit to distribute said result to 
said information retrieval request source. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information retrieval/distribution system as set 
forth in claim 1 , wherein said one manag e r has at le ast on e of: th e funct i ons of i nclud i ng one 
database management unit includes the list of the management information possessed by said 
other database management unit in the management information of said one database 
management unitfrm. comparinq the manaqement information of the database management unit 
wh i ch that has been newly requested to retrieve the required information by said one database 
management unit with the management information of said one database management unit to 
obtain the difference between said both management information[[;]]i and updating the 
management information of said one database management unit, based on said difference[[;]] or 
and th e function of communicating communicates with said other database management unit 
periodically and exchanging the management information with said other database management 
unit e ach oth e r to update the management information of said one database management unit. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information retrieval/distribution system as set 
forth in claim 1 , wherein said one database management unit has th e funct i ons of: mak i ng 
makes category information which that defines the categories of the databases managed by said 
one database management unit[[;]]i and d e s i gnat i ng designates a database management unit 
managing the database in the same category to exchange the information with said database 
management unit, based on said category information. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information retrieval/distribution system as set 
forth in claim 1 , wherein said one database management unit has the functions of: d e s i gnating 
designates retrieving items of the information in the databases managed by said one database 
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management unit througli the a retrieving screen of said information retrieval request unit[[;]]^ 
and r e qu e st i ng requests said other database management unit to retrieve the Information in the 
databases managed by said other database management unit. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information retrieval/distribution system as set 
forth in claim 1 , wherein said one database management unit has th e funct i on of r e qu e sting 
requests automatically said other database management unit managing the database in which 
the information related to said retrieval criterion is stored, to retrieve said information, in the case 
in which said one database management unit does not designate any retrieving item through the 
a retrieving screen of said information retrieval request unit. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information retrieval/distribution system as set 
forth in claim 1 , wherein said one database management unit has th e funct i ons of: d e s i gnating 
designates a category through the a retrieving screen of said information retrieval request 
unit[[;]] , and conn e ct i ng connects said one database management unit automatically to said 
other database management unit managing the database in said category to select said 
database in said category. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information retrieval/distribution system as set 
forth in claim 1 , wherein said one database management unit has th e funct i ons of: r e gist e r i ng 
registers the retrieval information of said information retrieval request source[[;]]j_e x e cut i ng 
executes the same retrieval periodically, based on said retrieval information[[;]]^ and sends 
s e nding the result of the retrieval to said information retrieval request source. 

1 0. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer^readable storage m e d i um storing 
a program for controlling a computer to retrieve/distribute, bv . 

a m e ans which r e tri e v e s th e retrieving information in the databases managed by one of a 
plurality of database management units, based on the management information in one database 
management unit, when a retrieval criterion is input to an information retrieval request unit fer 
requesting the retrieval of several kinds of information which are scattered on a network; and 

a m e ans wh i ch requ e sts reguesting any other database management unit wh i ch that is 
able to be connected to said one database management unit through said network, to retrieve 
the information in the a database in which the information related to said retrieval criterion is 
stored and which that is managed by said other database management unit, based on the 
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management information about tlie databases managed by said otiier database management 
unit^ 

registering l<inds of said plurality of databases as management information by the one of 
the plurality of database management units: 

retrieying said plurality of databases to collect the required information when the 
information retrieyal is reguested by an information retrieval reguest source by the one of the 
plurality of database management units: 

conyerting the data format of the collected information into a unified format by the one of 
the plurality of database management units: and 

distributing the collected information to said information retrieval reguest source by the 
one of the plurality of database management units. 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A gtwam method for information 
retrieval/distribution a ll ow i ng a comput e r, i n ord e r to retrieve information and distribute said 
information to the an information retrieval request source, to op e rat e as comprising : 

a m e ans wh i ch r e tr ie v e s retrieving the information in a plurality of the databases 
managed by one of a plurality of database management units, based on the management 
information in one database management unit, when a retrieval criterion is input to an 
information retrieval request unit for requesting the retrieval of several kinds of information wh i ch 
that are scattered on a network; and 

a m e ans wh i ch r e qu e sts requesting any other database management unit wh i ch that can 
be connected to said one database management unit, through said network, to retrieve the 
information in the database in which the information related to said retrieval criterion is stored 
and which is managed by said other database management unit, based on the management 
information about the databases which are managed by said other database management unit, 

registering kinds of said plurality of databases as management information by the one of 
a plurality of database management units: 

retrieving said plurality of databases to collect the required information when the 
information retrieval is reguested by said information retrieval request source by the one of a 
plurality of database management units: 

converting the data format of the collected information into a unified format by the one of 
a plurality of database management units: and 

distributing the collected information to said information retrieval reguest source by the 



5 



one of a plurality of database management units 



Serial No. 09/921,943 



12. (NEW) The method according to claim 11 , further comprising requesting said 
other database management unit to retrieve the information in the databases managed by said 
other database management unit followed by receiving the result of the retrieval of said 
information from said other database management unit to distribute said result to said 
information retrieval request source by said one database management unit. 

13. (NEW) The method according to claim 11, further comprising: 

including the list of the management information possessed by said other database 
management unit in the management information of said one database management unit by the 
one manager; 

comparing the management information of the database management unit that has been 
newly requested to retrieve the required information by said one database management unit with 
the management information of said one database management unit to obtain the difference 
between said both management Information by the one manager; 

updating the management information of said one database management unit, based on 
said difference or communicates with said other database management unit periodically, by the 
one manager; and 

exchanging the management information with said other database management unit 
each other to update the management information of said one database management unit by 
the one manager. 

14. (NEW) The method according to claim 11 , further comprising: 

making category information that defines the categories of the databases managed by 
said one database management unit by the one database management unit; and 

designating a database management unit managing the database in the same category 
to exchange the information with said database management unit, based on said category 
information by the one database management unit. 

1 5. (NEW) The method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
designating retrieving items of the information in the databases managed by said one 

database management unit through the retrieving screen of said information retrieval request 
unit said one database management unit said one database management unit; 
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requesting said other database management unit to retrieve the information in the 
databases managed by said other database management unit by said one database 
management unit. 

16. (NEW) The method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising requesting 
automatically said other database management unit managing the database in which the 
information related to said retrieval criterion is stored, to retrieve said information, in the case in 
which said one database management unit does not designate any retrieving item through the 
retrieving screen of said information retrieval request unit by said one database management 
unit. 

17. (NEW) The method according to claim 11 , further comprising: 

designating a category through the retrieving screen of said information retrieval request 
unit by said one database management unit; and 

connecting said one database management unit automatically to said other database 
management unit managing the database in said category to select said database in said 
category by said one database management unit. 

18. (NEW) The method according to claim 11, further comprising: 

registering the retrieval information of said information retrieval request source by said 
one database management unit; 

executing the same retrieval periodically, based on said retrieval information by said one 
database management unit; and 

sending the result of the retrieval to said information retrieval request source by said one 
database management unit. 

19. (NEW) An information retrieval/distribution system^ comprising: 
a plurality of databases; and 

a plurality of database management units managing databases in which said several 
kinds of information are stored, 

wherein one database management unit of a plurality of database management units 
managing a plurality of databases and registering kinds of said plurality of databases as 
management information and, when information retrieval is requested by an information retrieval 
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request source, said one database management unit retrieves said plurality of databases to 
collect the required information, and then converts the data format of the collected information 
into a unified format and distributes the collected information to said information retrieval request 
source. 
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